Phonemes in Connected Speech

The rhythmic pattern of the English language causes significant changes in the

quality the English vowels and consonants in connected speech:

Reduction. In unstressed syllables, the articulation of English vowels is
weakened and the duration is shortened. VVowels are partially reduced (e.g., So late
[so “lert], whre /ou/ may be pronounced as [0]) or reduced to /a/ (e.g., Not so late ['not
so ‘lert]; from Brazil, where /from/ may be pronounced as [from]).

Elision (Delition). In rapid or careless speech, sounds may be left out. Most
typically, consonants /t/ and /d/ are dropped if they are a part of a consonant cluster,
e.g., in such words and phrases as kindness, next day, want to go (wanna go), don'’t
know (dunno). Weak vowel /o/ may also be dropped, e.g., in can, slacken, fool about,
fire alarm.

Liason. A sound may be introduced between words to link them. In Received
Prununciation (the standard accent of Standard English in the United Kingdom), the
final r is usually not pronounced, e.qg., father /' fa:0a/, summer /'samoa/. But if the next
word begins with a vowel, /r/ is used to link the words, e.g., summer and autumn
/'samar and 'o:tom/. Intrussive /r/ may appear between two vowels even if there is no
r at the end of the first word, e.g., America(r) and Asia, formula(r) of success.

Accomodation. It is adapting the articulation of a consonant to a neighbouring
vowel (e.g., /f/ in shoe is labialized under the influence of the rounded /u:/) or a
vowel to a neighbouring consonant (e.g., /e/ in men is nasalized).

Assimilation. In a consonant cluster, a consonant is partially or fully
assimilated by a neighbouring consonant. Partial assimilation means that a consonant
looses some of its features and acquires some features of another consonant, e.g., in
ten bikes /n/ becomes bilabial under the influence of /b/ and the word combination

may sound as /tem barks/. Full assimilation means that a consonant takes the form of
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a neighbouring consonant, e.g., /s/ in horseshoe may be pronounced as /f/ under the
influence of the following consonant — /"ho:ffu:/.

According to the criterion of direction, there are three main kinds of assimilation:

> regressive assimilation, which means that a consonant is changed under the
influence of the following sound, e.g., in «<—May /im mer/, let «<me /lem: i:/, in
play /p/ loses its plosion under the influence of /I/;

» progressive assimilation, which means that a consonant is influenced by a
preceding sound, e.g., lunch— score /lant[ fko:/; compare it’s /its/ to it is /it 1/,
in it’s /z/ becomes voiceless and sounds like /s/ under the influence of the
preceding /t/;

» coalescent (reciprocal) articulation, which means that neighbouring sounds
influence each other, e.g., won 't you Iwaount ju/ — /waontfu/, would you /wud

ju/ — lwodzu/, miss you /mis ju/ —/mifu/, lose you /lu:z ju/—/lu:3u/,
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