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ETHNIC EDUCATION OF PERSONALITY IN THE CONTEXT OF

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
Processes of integration, which characterize the world educational expanse of the XXI century move along together with remarkable changes of the educational essence. Modern tendencies of existence of the world community testify deep reevaluation of the values system; affirmation of new approaches to the process and results of educational influence on a personality; reevaluation of traditional educational paradigms considering the demands of up-to-dateness, global changes economic achievements taking place all over the world. In every country irrespective of a level of the development of its education such changes are explained by some contradictions, namely: 

· lack of correspondence of a general level of scholarship and culture of citizens to objective  requirements of time;

· gap between global needs of society and results of educational activity;

· lack of coordination of modern methodology of education with existing practitioners;

· lack of popularization among the growing generation of a positive sample worth following and growing influence of negativism training in the system of educational factors (for example: statistics of murder cases and violence is already an ordinary event for a contemporary);

· educational ideals of society and its subjective mode, that is individual conception of students about personal values of a man.

In the world educational expense some attempts of search for innovational ways of pedagogical activity, which is based on postmodern foundation are well visible. At the same time the values system, which the process of education is directed toward, has cultural-historic character. Therefore globalization and intergovernmental integration into modern world community are to be realized taking into consideration educational traditions of every country as formation and development of a person are inseparable from social medium of the people. 

In the modern interpretation Ethnopedagogy – is an established system of objectives, tasks, principles, methods and forms of organization of human being formation in the structure of national-ethnic views, norms and customs of a certain nation [9].

The objective of Ethnopedagogy study – is acquaintance with folk domestic cultural heritage of children education and upbringing. Educational experience of every nation is widely represented in traditions of management, way of life organization, attitude to the world, customs, rites, holidays, ceremonies, etiquette, religious beliefs, tokens, games, toys, food, architecture, state symbols, crafts, ancient things and instruments, folk trade, environment etc.

Problems of ethnic education and study of a personality in European countries appeared already after the World War II. A number of international organizations and centers of different countries education condition study are being established there, among them an important role took the International Bureau of Education (IBE), first founded in 1925 as a social organization at the Institute of Pedagogical Sciences named after Russo of the Geneva University. And since 1929 it has been headed by the international intergovernmental organization. A number of scientific works devoted to different aspects of Ethnopedagogy are published in Great Britain, Italy, Switzerland, the USA, Japan and other countries [7, p. 69].

The objective as an ideal reflection of final result of education in ethnic pedagogy of most countries of Europe served for upbringing of a physically fit, spiritually rich, intellectually developed, hard-working and creative personality, however the most important criteria of this good breeding was everyday behaviuor and activity.

In the countries of the former Soviet Union education in its development was oriented on communist pedagogic ideal, ignoring a person itself (“Think of your Motherland first and only then of yourself”). A significant part of the professor G.Vaschenko’s book “An educational ideal” is paid to critique of “Bolshevistic”, “soviet” educational ideal [2]. Considering an educational ideal as serving to God and nation, stressing “the first absolute value for the youth to be God, the second – the Motherland”, the scientist, who was obliged to live for many years of his life in immigration, popularizes Christian moral, love of the nation and the land, patriotism among the young people. Christian moral in based on acceptance of higher spiritual priorities such as the truth, good, honesty, justice, love and others. The formation of these values is inseparable from a person as their supporter and a subject of world cognition. From our point of view the latter proves the connection of the author’s educational concept with a personality. 

Despite the numerous discussions of scientists concerning the essence of educational priorities, the significant fact is that traditional ideals are assumed as its a basis. An American George Gasfield proves this conclusion in his researches. He notes that it is very urgent for the development of a certain country to be guided by traditions. Every man as a representative of nation is extremely sensible to his or her own origin, to those spiritual values whose carrier he or she is. At the same time he or she is an individual, and that’s why does not want to be generalized to the whole nation. Surely every certain nation has individual characteristic features (positive and negative) what does not allow to think of all the representatives of a certain nation as follows: “they all are the same”. 

G. Lebon says that a thousand of Frenchmen, a thousand of Englishmen, and a thousand of Chinese selectively taken naturally differ from one another. But because their racial heredity they are characterized by some general peculiarities, on which base it is easy to project an ideal type of a Frenchman, Englishman or Chinese [6, p. 22].

The problem of national education, formation of a conscientious citizen-patriot of the nation became really active in many European countries after the World War II. For example, the French people endured the period of national oppression, humiliation by occupation, when a certain part of the citizens took collaborationist position. Not accidentally the main task of the present-day state education in France is formation the values of freedom, peace, tolerance, democracy, respect for the native language, state symbols. At the same time France plays a visible role in European and worldwide integration processes. In the postwar Germany in the field of education great attention was paid to tolerance of mutual cooperation, love for world community in organic connection with the feeling of civic duty and patriotism formation. 

European education experience is instructive for the post soviet countries that endured long stateless period and the time of national humiliation. Thus, unlike many European peoples, the formation of the Ukrainian nation had discrete character, as Ukraine did not have its own state system and consequently was deprived of possibility to create its own national educational ideal [10, p. 228]. At the same time the experience of national education in civilized countries was not only preserved but also is being passed to generations through ideals of humanism, democracy, solidarity, state responsibility, respect for history, culture, moral, national interest protection etc. That is why there appeared an objective need for comprehension of world development and globalization processes from the point of view of each country’s achievements, its interests, national features.

Depending on the fact that the nation is characterized by common historic fate, which the Ukrainians always lacked (Transcarpathia and Volyn, Galychyna and Naddnipryanschyna, Crimea and Bukovyna were not a united community for a long period of time), G. Filipchuk states that it is not enough to have common origin to strengthen the nation, create the civil society. It is necessary for the people to have common education. The author stresses that even the most powerful countries, consolidated nations will always carry elements of disorder without having common civil upbringing, where the tendencies of development of unification are laid. Only “educated and well bred society is less given in to voluntarism, anarchism, authoritarian influence” [10, p. 229]. Rapprochement of educational systems of different European nations will evidently serve to successful integration in many spheres of activity. And it is particularly urgent today when Europe in spite of local wars, moves forward to the nations reunification.

The end of the XX – beginning of the XXI centuries marked a new period of orientation of post soviet countries on common European values. If not long ago the system of education of these countries was based on cultivation of a communist ideology, dehumanization of educational process, predomination of a group over personality’s interests, now it is directed to democratization and humanization of all spheres of social life, world integration. Rapprochement of educational systems of European countries is marked and attempts to go to common educational basis are made. The essence of civil education is seen in the priorities of respect for ideological, political, national, religious, racial differences of the peoples, tolerant attitude towards their outlooks, intolerance to extremism and world terrorism. 

Entry of former soviet countries as well as Ukraine into modern processes of European cultural-educational integration endures remarkable difficulties especially of a political and economic character. T. Koshmanova marks that these difficulties are connected with fundamental geopolitical changes in Europe that laid the beginning to new tendencies of development. The main components of the changes is deterioration of economic and military potential of Ukraine in comparison of potential of the West. This causes a certain instability of psychological and political climate concerning intergovernmental relations in terms of education and culture. Ukraine lost its partners in Warsaw Treaty who went in the direction of formation of economic and political systems of a western type and in many aspects lost their interest in ties with Ukraine. Europe left bipolarity for monocenrtism and Ukraine must deal not with separate countries but with their effectively acting unions – European Community, NATO, European Counsel [5]. 

Despite the politic and economic instability, rich educational experience of personality’s study and upbringing is accumulated in Ukraine, theoretic-methodical achievements can be the object of study for national educational systems of other countries. Remarkable for the European Education is educational heritage of such Ukrainian educators as O. Dukhnovych, K. Ushynskyi, S. Rusovoi, G. Vaschenka, A. Makarenka, V. Sukhomlynskogo and others. Experience of national upbringing of children and youth deserves attention in the context of cultural-educational integration of Ukraine into the European community.
The study of the leading ideas of foreign Ethnopedagogy will greatly enrich the Ukrainian educational science. For example, experience of study and education of the European countries which succeeded greatly in creation of a free lawful state and formation of a creative intelligent personality, is useful in terms of reformation of the education system, its content, forms and methods of education in educational establishments of Ukraine.

“With all the difference of educational systems, created by the European peoples, – says G. Vaschenko, - they have much in common. In their development one can notice the common way, planning in certain periods of different pedagogical trends, substitution of some trends by others. Common development was even greater because European countries were not isolated one from the other and achievements of one nation in cultural sphere soon became achievements of others. Thus, for example, educational systems of such geniuses as J. A. Komenskyi, Russo, Pestalotsi soon became popular among the followers of all the European countries [2, p. 41]. That is why pedagogical ideas of countries of Europe mostly overlap as they are oriented on common to all mankind values, Christian moral. In his works the professor G. Vaschenko explains different views concerning the nature and the essence of the national and common to all mankind in person’s consciousness and behaviour. He states that people of different races and nations differ from one another by physical and psychic features but they have much more in common. “A man is a man first of all and only later a Frenchman, a Ukrainian, a worker, a villager, a scientist” [2, p. 34]. The same the author says about moral: “The content and the form of a person’s behaviour depends upon the outlook, level of cultural development, duties etc. That is why the moral of some nations and even different strata of society has its own characteristic features. But there is also the moral common to all mankind as there exist common norms of logical thinking, which make it possible for people of different races, levels and cultural development at least in general understand each other” [2, p. 34]. 

The main feature of Ethnopedagogy as a field of empiric knowledge about study and education of a personality is considered to be family by its nature. Numerous psychic and educational researches states that the formation of a person’s character, strong-willed characteristics, emotional sphere most frequently occurs at an early age of life and as a rule obtained in this period values are very sturdy. “Habits of a three – year old child are preserved till eighty years”, - the Ukrainian folk wisdom says.

Not accidentally in the past the process of early ethnic socialization of a personality took place mostly in a family where a child gradually participated in different kinds of economic and public activities. Therefore, folk traditions of education in European nations are based on experience of formation of personal values in a family circle, connected with folklore of a certain nation, domestic customs and religious ceremonies. “As well as juice of an apple tree flows into its branches as parental spirit and temper passes to children until they are separated and rooted in again”, – reasonably thought the Ukrainian philosopher G. Skovoroda of invaluable meaning of family upbringing [8, p. 436].

As numerous researches show the psychological sphere of a student is projected through folk traditions. Some of western psychologists consider obedience and humbleness to be one of peculiarities of the Russian national character and they explain this by tight swaddling of babies in families. In the Caucasus, for example, children are always given meal after adults. In this way they form respect for older members of a family. In a typical Ukrainian family the host was usually the first to sit at the table and taste some food and only after him followed a hostess and their children. 

The main peculiarities of the British national upbringing are obedience and good physical education of children. They are convinced in the necessity of formation of purposefulness, making children self-dependent as early as possible, getting married and having healthy children (“Life means to go ahead”), working hard and earning much without saving money for the future, living in prosperity, studying and travelling a lot without wasting time (“Life is too short to waste time”).

Priority values in the English society are material maintenance of a man, position in society and social origin. State policy is directed to wide popularization of historic past of the country, conscious warship of ancient customs, ceremonies, preserving national norms of behaviour, personal freedom. The Englishmen as well as Polish, Ukrainians and Italians are very religious people, therefore most inhabitants of the British Isles strictly keep to religious ceremonies, that is visit church, read the Bible, try to bring up their children according to common values, based on religion. 70 years of the Soviet power in Ukraine mostly forced out folk customs and ceremonies connected with religion. Their intensive revival began only in 90-ies of the XX century. At the same time in European countries positive experience of upbringing of a growing personality even accumulated, enriched in new educational ideas, transformed according to the needs of civilization. 

Specificity of children’s upbringing based on folk traditions and customs is that passing of social and cultural experience, working skills and habits is realized in natural atmosphere through common norms. The life itself makes the child study, obtain knowledge and skills. Folk heritage of traditions, customs and rites serves as a mean of achievements of educational aims. In this way a personality at first realizes the sense of notions “moral”, “spirituality”, “hard work” and others through practice of certain behaviour. Quality of personality training to different spheres of life activity, direction of moral interests, satisfaction of cognitive needs is sufficiently determined by family and social educational traditions. 

For instance, traditions of family upbringing in Great Britain are connected ancient English poetry and folklore. In old English epic literature (“Cry of Wife”, “Massage of Man”) ideas of faithfulness to marriage and respect in a family are advocated. The problem of relations of a married couple, parents and children are in the highlight of English folk fairy tails what serves a reliable ground for strong formation of a family in future. In fairy tails the formation of respect for a woman-wife and a woman-mother plays an important role. Thus in a fairy tail “Clever Woman” wisdom, generous heart, wit of a simple country girl who helped her man to improve his life, are glorified.

Ideas concerning formation of children and youth personal significant valuable guiding lines are found in the Ukrainian folklore too. Hard work of a person is glorified and laziness, indifference are condemned (“About Grandfather’s Daughter and Grandmother’s Daughter”, “Cock and Two Mice”, “Turnip”, “About Craftsman Ivan”, “About Lazy Yurko, Mother’s Son”, “How a Man Taught a Lazy Woman” and others). Episodes of some fairy tails serve as a mean of development of some children’s spiritual features. For example, the fairy tail “Turnip” popularizes the idea of collective work because in accordance with some aphorisms – “Many hands make work light”, “A friend in need is a friend indeed”, “Hedge between keeps friendship green” and others.

Similar ideas are found in folklore of many nations and ethnographic groups. This is proved by the fact that every country in its development is oriented on common traditional priorities and values of educational field. In world educational expanse attempts of search for innovational ways of educational activities based on postmodern foundations are traced. System of values which process of education is oriented on bears cultural historic character. Therefore the processes of intergovernmental integration in modern world are inseparable from folk traditions and customs.

Every ethnic community in its behaviour and activity is guided by its own rules revealed in moral, customs, upbringing experience of children, economy study. In particular it concerns psychological differences of the people and nations. Not accidentally some psychologists consider that every person is genetically given the main national traits of character which are the results of heredity. Other scientists are inclined to the thought that “nationality – is a social but not biologic phenomenon” [11]. There is a phenomenon when traditional valuable orientations are considerably assimilated depending on the environment of their existence. We can trace this example in psychological structure of the Ukrainian diaspora. A greater part of ethnic Ukrainians who have been living abroad for a long time, actually completely lost those psychological-pedagogical features peculiar to their ancestors. Besides, because of absence of connection with the autochthonous Ukrainian culture and society they gained some characteristics peculiar to the native born inhabitants of the country they are living now. This concerns first of all their economic features such as practicalness, punctuality, economic thinking, capability of risk, business undertakings, tendency to life improvement etc. 

Modern countries, as a rule, are multiethnic. Only in some countries, for example in Italy where 98 % of the population are Italians, national peculiarities are formed by representatives of one ethnic group [1]. At the same time, for example, modern Germans formed by mixing German, Slavic and Celtic tribes. Ukraine is a multinational country too. According to the population census in 2001 people of 130 nationalities live here. The Ukrainians number almost 78 % [4].

Hence, formation and popularization of multicultural paradigms of education is very significant today. It is based on mutual tolerance, love and respect for traditions of not only your own country but also the country a person is living at present. 

Most scientists notice the first signs of national self-consciousness in 3–4 year old children. Z. Piaze states, that first fragmental and not systematic knowledge of national origin a child gets at the age of 6-7 years old.  At the age of 8-9 a child clearly identifies itself with its own ethnic group on the basis of parents nationality, place of residence, national language, culture etc. Approximately at the same time national feelings appear and at the age of 10–11 national self-consciousness is being completely formed. As peculiarities of different nations a child distinguishes uniqueness of the history, language, traditions of domestic culture and others [11].

A Russian expert in the field of Ethnopedagogy G. Volkov sees formation of the national dignity of a person as the basis of educational ideal. In a pedagogical system of many nations the dominant idea is that every person should behave in such a way not to let anyone think badly of the nation in general: “Behave yourself in the way that by your behaviour the whole nation could be judged with dignity…” [3, p. 49]. 

We consider modern tasks of Ethnopedagogy in the context of European integration to be: 

1) direction to own, historic experience to be studied by the people with the object of  supporting of self-consciousness of a nation, practical self-organization, borrowing power with developed economic, political, informational and other technologies;

2) orientation on principles of democracy in the process of organization of educational activity on national basis; integrity of education in national practice of an individual socialization; connection of family, religious national traditions, customs and ceremonies to fill a child’s life with some elements of spirituality;

3) adaptation of content of ethnographic knowledge to requirements of modern European and world integration;

4) determination of principles and ways of adaptation of education to the level of social and economic development of a certain country or region;

5) maximum considering of natural abilities and interests of a child, its ethnic, psychic and individual peculiarities, cognitive interests and creative capacities;

6) providing with conditions for multicultural education, mutual enrichment of social and cultural experience of personality’s upbringing by means of progressive pedagogical ideas of European nations.

In present conditions it is not worth idealizing folk pedagogy as traditions of ethno-educational practice have both positive and negative sides, because they were directed to formation of a personality which could fit the values of a certain historic period. Progressive ideas of Ethnopedagogy require deep modernization with the purpose of reflecting of some elements of modern spiritual and material culture. It is not worth concentrating on inner side of the process of education but on studying and analyzing mechanisms which were used in the process of formation of personality by different nations. It is also worth realizing their main characteristics. As V. Strumanskyi states today the question is not reanimation of ancient folk educational practice but revival of spirit of mutual love and respect, considering folk pedagogics to be the source of improvement of modern theory of study and upbringing [9].

We do remember that strong Europe – is the commonwealth of nations and peoples with different cultural and educational traditions. In modern world expanse we can notice assimilation of cultures. This is explained by a number of reasons. Therefore providing of equal conditions for multicultural education of citizens of different countries is very significant today. Very important are the following questions: mutual enrichment of progressive pedagogical ideas of European nations and peoples, constructive coexistence of a man and a World; formation of social experience, political and legal cultures of a high level for participation in world integration processes. In conditions of globalization we must aim at upbringing a feeling of a citizen of the Planet through a feeling of a citizen of its own state with appropriate attitude to the native land, language, history, religion, culture, respect for national treasures and symbols. We do hope that in close future the European union will base not only on economic and political cooperation but also cooperation in spiritual, cultural and educational spheres. 
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ANNOTATION

In the highlight of the article “Ethnic education of personality in the context of European integration” is the basis of mutual enrichment of social and cultural experience of upbringing of a personality by progressive pedagogical ideas of European countries. Both authors consider Ethnopedagogics (National folk pedagogy) of every nation to be the source improvement of modern theory of education and upbringing.   

