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and over s expected to be about
Europe presently; the percentage of the peopic
rise to 16% of the total population T he ratio of “"fﬁr P Thict
in developed regions is expected to grow to ,H.‘. oW hu“l
makes almost the third of the population; for Europe the
ratio of the clderly aged 60 and over is predicted to reach
32.8% which means one in three persons will be over 60
years old [2]. In some developed countries and the countries
with economies in transition, the number of older persons
already exceeds the number of children and birth rate h.l\.'C
fallen below replacement level. As the tempo of agemng i
developing countries is more rapid than in developed
countries, developing countries will have less time than the
developed countries to adapt to this demographic shift.

Research on  demography and social studies has
concluded that on the one hand. increase in longevity is *...
one of the most amazing demographic facts in modern
history™ (W. Sadler), people live longer and more active
lives than ever before; on the other hand, ageing population:

— has influenced a change in the structure of population; the
birth rates decrease and the consequence of rising human life
expectancy has caused a change in the structure of life course;

— signifies a decrease in the percentage of the children
and young people and an increase in the percentage of older
people aged 65 and over:

— affects all aspects of the society including education,
social and cultural activities [16].

Ukraine is among the leading European countries as
regards the decrease in population. For the last 25 years, its
population has decreased by about 10 min people [3]. Both
reduction of the population and change in the demographic
structure have led to the population ageing and to decrease in
the number of people who could potentially be economically
active fraction in the total population. As economically
active cohort of population forms a country’s labor market,
its size changes can influence the rate of economic growth.

In case of Ukraine there are five factors regarded as those
that have a significant influence upon the demographic
situation in Ukraine: high rate of mortality; low birth rate;
rapid ageing of the population; migration of youth; social
policy decline [3].

There are sudden changes in reproductive potential.
Some notable decline has occurred during the recent 10
vears. By the year 2020 the old-age dependency ratio is
:xpected to be 2:1. It is also prognosticated that the
)opulation size in Ukraine will be constantly decreasing. By
050 it will have fallen to 34 857 000. At the same time the
ercentage of the people aged 65+ will have reached 25, 4%,
‘hus, the middle 21st century will prove to be a severe tria|
»r the state in the provision of pension [4].

The age structure of Ukraine population has shown a
.gressive type of regeneration: the percentage of people
sed 65+ makes 15.6%, and children under 14 make 13.8 %

]. The determining factors that affect the demographica]
:uation and population ageing in Ukraine are the following:

—drop in the birth rates and the fact that people g-t
arried later in life which causes a decrease in the nu f y
‘older people; et

— relatively high death rate, especi
the middle ch,ghigh abortion rafee :ﬂlrn?::,? g the people

mortality;

le aged 654
cople

wome social and economic rr%
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medical care, low ST of people, mp,;,-‘,”l[r_"“' o

class, social vulnerability; 7 Of e
- migration of the population, the outflow -

\ctive cohort — youth and people of midd|e ol oo,

In such crucial demographic trends ,
effective social policy should be proveq and . .
embedded. It seems that the political purpoge, ﬁ;;.p:;.‘e "
determined on the base of the quantitatjy, p”"”" or
population size; it 1s more r.:m(mnl to take into w::"t{
the human resource to provide the best quality mﬂh"f‘ﬁ‘ja‘..
people. Under the cnrcumslanccs of lf’ngcvuy rcvm;ﬁ for |
the one hand, and ageing of the population on ':!rrm "
hand, older adult cducation is regarded 4 N 'i:.w,
component of this process. Mlegr,

Those facts scem to be essential from the point of,
of not only demographers but also Jostal
gerontologists, educators and social workers T, b
amount of older adults in Ukraine are highly Cduc:;f
people. It means that they make a population segmey of
potential source of knowledge and experience, /\CCO\'d:‘ng'-
Census, about 44% of people above 60 have CO”eag;
university education. In urban areas, this rate is higher 1,
in rural areas. At the same time, the current rate of studyn,
older adults in Ukraine is next to nothing: it is only | 4%
people above working age is involved in ‘leam:,:;~
comparing to 26.6% in EU countries and about 31%
United States [18].

Recently, the craving for independence is supposed 11
prevailing tendency in education of older adults. On the o
hand, this tendency arose on the bases of theoreticz
gerontology that declares individual’s activity; on the otk
hand, it was a result of social costs reduction i mo
countries. Independence under present-day conditions shouc
be connected with an individual’s sustainable development

In case of Ukraine, the educational activity of 0
adults is adopting rather slowly; modern legislative bass
have not been worked out yet, and the opportunities o.fsm‘ﬁ;
partnership have not been used. In the situdtio” 0
globalization and integration into the global eCO'ﬂ@m‘;
cultural, and educational movement, Ukrainian social !J:
education policy should work out the conception 0 I‘“‘o
adult education in order to encourage morc Pcoi; m;i
learning activity and involve them into social and & (,) h
activity, enhances their potential to contribute t0 ?“'e,‘f;d o
obviously tiny amount of older adults who ar¢ mvobsuck*
learning process points out the existence of some 0
both of objective and subjective nature. sople &
. Many prominent researches believe that ho¥ m(hé W'
s determined not so much by their genes Y mmh.;*’
they live that includes an opportunity for seco™ g’cofd'"i ’
1s closely associated with lifelong learning: havé o
D. Garvin, people, whose lives illustrate 8 ;mrc L
committed learners. They have been learmngw pe W’::
themselves, about opportunities and Ch“”engr;i'ng hee

new o X . Clr lcﬂ oft
areas, and gaining new skills. Th umy ";K,ri
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(s under his/her own steam, who leads
acts

1500 WI}i‘n' full use of his/her -pcrsonal and

gl ife, M2 nce and intellectual potential.

5:&“;‘\_]0 g cxpcrll:c Jucational gerontology has revealed the

f 1h» rosed C]Zen an individual’s well-bcxpg and learning
; inks l\Ie hird age. - healthy active people who

'vxﬁl?i-l\ uri ‘ir:1]CHCC[ual interests as they grow older tend to

w0 hell

various dimensions of cognitive

:“mmun; and even in]c;c]asc,

fﬂln”, » 5 1 J

lonin® ]l]4 sccepts this statement but argues  that
YL gwinde ffect relationship between intellectual

' course-2

a ¢ - y aye 5
Jhoug o later life and an individual’s ability to continue

sl o tively may remain difficult to establish, the
y faetion € ature of education provides a convincing

ncreasing the range of opportunities for older
430]. Thus, education is considered as a
of social adaptation of the elderly. A socially
el person bel.ng on a pension is a socially act]ve person
o ats under his/her own steam, who leads hls/her.hfe,
aking full use of his/her personal and professional
aperience and intellectual potentlal..

B, Groombridge states, that the importance of education
o laer life is recognized by both individuals and society
frough these major reasons:

-¢education can foster the self-reliance and independence
ithe elderly;

-education is @ major factor in enabling older people to
upe with practical and psychological problems in a
umplex, changing and fractured world;

-tducation for and by older people enhances their
Miential to contribute to society;

; -?ducation encourages the elderly to communicate their
ﬁ;:leenceesrto eaf:h other and to other generation, fostering
mpidl!yih ::ef:tlve and understgnding which is valuable in
ey ging worlq of conflict;
m"ﬁlizali()nlzr;dlin crucial for many older people’s self-
i e ma.or lifelong learmr.)g [9, p-317].
hy or mihimizmdmle of education of older adults is to
Mhation, o, th: eIi;“—_ndence by the rapidly growing older
g i e notp: ]]10. purse. The importance of lifelong
:fo i 'mnunicatig y in acquiring further knowledge, but
hri’er e Pegple whn’ critical comparison, and personal
h ¢ more like] 0 have an opportunity to learn in later
ihg e Y 10 be able to retain their independence
amipg < OPtions are limited.
hge in X ay. be defmed as
Chavior resulting fro

:q‘tionale for i
ificant part

) b any more of less permanent
‘}'“fessi Istingyjg &5 1 m experienf:e” (D. Jamgs).
@ N latey life- WO main categories of learning

e Klene:
iy NSion
g T exp loratory

"oy e,y uire Ew ik learning through which

develop new interests,

_— e]‘stan .

Wf“‘im{orce en‘:‘gg and broaden horizons;

\ thes evisit anr “Oonsolidatory learning through which

il T COmfol_(t:onﬁrm experiences and ideas with

VQS[I]arly after :ble’ re-affirm their position in the

TN L OMme major change or challenge in

"’1 tffeqivesearch ha

IlJ 7 S

iy eo‘fzducilti revealed that the most successful
t

ir%mgfam for older people is the

Age (UTA). It provides

opportunities for the cliderly to enjoy a wule rang
activities associated with well-being 1n fater hife Omn o8
other hand, UTA provides a host of camples of
individuals who initially are looking for some mutually
supportive group of like-minded people with whom to
interact informally [11]. It may be defined that T/TA = 2
growing phenomenon which reflects the demographic trend
of more people living longer, healthier lives. Two distinctly
approaches to UTA (specified by R. Swindell and J
Thompson) were successfully adopted by a number of
countries:

- the French model, based on the first U3IA funded by
professor Pierre Vella in 1973 in Toulouse, they offer mostiy
formal courses;

—and the British model arising in Cambridge in 1041
emphasizes informal, autonomous sclf-help groups in which
the instructors are usually third-agers themselves, not college
professors [4].

Higher education institutions should redefine its role in
human capital formation by retraining older adults,
teaching new life skills to cope with late-life problems, and
offering opportunities for personal enrichment through
learning. As it is expected by the year 2035, ' of the total
population will be people aged over 65, so higher
education will definitely no longer be a prerogative of
declining cohort of young people. For this sector, it s
strategically important to adapt new educational
philosophy and make changes in the policy, fundamental
structure, financing, and curriculum.

Conclusion. Thus, the result of the demographic
changes leads to the conclusion that the growing age group
of elderly people needs to be ensured the adaptation to
rapid economic and social change. It is important to
contribute to overcoming the problems of social i1solation
of this category of people. The state policy needs
rethinking in the approaches to human potential,
recognizing older adults as a valuable part of social and
even economic resources, as this cohort is going to win a
significant place in demographical and social structure
Main purposes of participating in learning programs for
older adults are the following:

— preparation for retirement;

— prevention of senility;

— overcoming of negative features of old age by
popularization of mental and physical activity;

— knowledge extension;

— encouragement of interpersonal attitudes and public
activity.

We should consider further education as a successful
adopting mechanism, which is mutually advantageous and
helpful for both — individuals and society. It helps the old
age generation of people to save themselves from socual
isolation and turn themselves for socially active members of
society.

In order to develop the theoretical and pracuical
experience of educational gerontology in Ukraine u s
necessary to encourage the activity of Universities of the
Third Age, clubs for older people, mstuutions of
guardianship, universities and colleges, scientific amnd social
associations. The analysis and mplementation ot
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